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“…from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which               
are able to make thee wise unto salvation…” 

(2 Tim. 3:15) 
 

Biblical Boldness 
{Philippians 1:12-14} 
 
 
v.12) “But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;” 
 “I would ye should understand…” – [I want you to know] this phrase translates a 

common Greek expression often found in ancient letters. Similar expressions are used 
today to call attention to an important point, especially one that might easily be missed, 
misunderstood, or hard to accept. 

 When the believers in Philippi heard that Paul was in prison they sent gifts to him by 
way of their pastor Epaphroditus. {Phil. 4:18} 

 “things which happened unto me…” – Paul is in jail for doing the Lord’s work and 
preaching the gospel {2 Tim. 2:8,9}.  

 “Furtherance…” – [Grk.][ prokope,  prok-op-ay']= Paul uses a Greek military term 
which referred to the corps of army engineers who went out in front of the advancing 
army to open up new territory for troops to march through. (e.g., cutting down trees, 
etc.) Without their efforts the troops would have a difficult time marching through the 
territory. 

 
v.13) “So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;” 
“so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole 
praetorian guard and to everyone else,”(NASB) 
 He explains how the seemingly negative circumstances of confinement proved actually 

to be a vehicle for furthering the spread of the gospel. Thus Paul puts a new spin on the 
meaning of "Prison Ministry.” 

 Pauls’ suffering did not ruin his enthusiasm for Christ. {Gen. 50:20} 



 “bonds in Christ…” “chains in Christ…” – Paul’s “chains” were somewhat longer than a 
modern handcuff, about eighteen inches long. One end was attached to the prisoner’s 
wrist, the other to the guard’s. The chain was not removed from the prisoner as long as 
he was in custody, making both escape and privacy impossible. Although the apostle 
was allowed to live in private quarters {Acts 28:30}, he was chained in that manner to a 
series of soldiers for a period of two years. 

 Paul was chained to a member of the Praetorian Guard, and these men were members 
of Caesar's household and they begin to spread the word. {Matt. 5:16} 

 
v.14) “And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to 
speak the word without fear.” 
 Obviously they had already trusted in the Lord Jesus for salvation. This "trusting" 

speaks of a confidence in Him as they go out and boldly witness. 
 Paul’s example of bearing witness to the gospel despite being in prison demonstrated to 

others that God was faithful to watch over His persecuted children and that their 
imprisonment would not halt the progress of the gospel. 
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